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BY KATHERINE GIBSON

‘ he Yukon is a cleansing
experience at forty below,”
quips Ted Harrison, one of

ey o 1 ;
f;r" 'TF i :} 4 Canada’s most celebrated
| RS <l . U8 artists. He ought to know. For more than
Wl N i I 25 years he lived there, painting the peo-

\ Al ple, the old-time buildings, the mercu-
rial landscape and its dancing skies.

I am in Whitehorse to experience the
Yukon for a book I am writing about
him. Fortunately, it is summer. While
the night temperatures are bracing, I am
spared Harrison’s “cleansing experi-
ence.”

The sun is breaking the horizon when
I join six others at the jetty in White-
horse to begin a five-day journey down
the Yukon River to Dawson City. Our
route will retrace that used by swarms
of fortune-seekers in the 1898 Klondike
gold rush. This trip also recalls a similar
journey Harrison took in 1977, 10 years
after he immigrated to Canada from
England. Where better to understand
him than among the emerald lakes, wild
night skies and untamed landscape that
inspires his paintings.

Rather than mimic the early adven-
turers who challenged the river in
canoes or on makeshift rafts, we travel
in first-class comfort aboard the Shakat,
a European-style, glass-topped river-
boat. Thanks to a partnership between
four First Nations, whose lands we will
pass through, and private businesses
that created The Great River Journey,

See Father-son trip through the
Yukon and NWT, E5

CHASING HISTORY ON THE
GREAT YUKON RIVER

vukon | Journey from Whitehorse to
Dawson City retraces gold rush route
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each day will take us deeper into Yukon
wilderness and further back in time.

“There are two moose for every per-
son in the Yukon,” says our guide Chris
as we chug toward Lake Laberge, an
hour or so away. “Calcification from
shellfish turns the river a deep green
colour. And those holes in the clifts?” he
adds, “are nesting sites for swallows.
Been there forever.” The chalky cliffs
cast champagne shadows on the water
as we glide through a still life painting
of river, forest and a cloudless sky. No
moose on these shores. But we see bald
eagles and ravens scavenging for break-
fast. Except for a small party of
canoeists, we are alone in a hushed set-
ting, floating by unseen wildlife in the
forests that flank the shore.

As we enter Lake Laberge, I recall the
lines from Robert W. Service’s poem The
Cremation of Sam McGee: “The North-
ern Lights have seen queer sights,/ But
the queerest they ever did see/ Was that
night on the marge of Lake Lebarge/ I
cremated Sam McGee.” Service penned
his famous poem (in which he uses a dif-
ferent spelling of the lake) in 1907 in
Dawson where he worked at the Bank of
Commerce. Eighty years later, Ted Har-
rison added his bright, playful pictures
to Service’s verses, a brilliant combina-
tion that rekindled a romantic interest
in the Yukon.

WEEKEND EXTRA
CONTINUES ON PAGE E7
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An aerial view of the Yukon River.

Ted Harrison has been painting the Yukon for more than 25 years.
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Book before July 31 and pay only taxes, fees and fuel surcharge for one
or two children up to 17 years old travelling round-trip with 2 adults.
Enter Promotion Code: children2008

LOW FARES * FULL SERVICE °* FRIENDLY STAFF

flyZef5.com

1-866-fly-Zoom (359-9666)

p with 2 adults when
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Airfare, Accom."G
T'ﬂ Meals & Tours
21 DAYS ESCORTED 7
$ 00 |604-522-0676
62’99 ol ‘ 1-888-688-9400

TRAVEL WONDERS® - LLOYDS TRV.

India Tours
Incredible India

11 Day Best of

South India

Dep. dates: Sept 28,

Oct. 12, Nov. 2/16 Air
9 Day Classical e
North India $1 439
Dep. dates: Sept 28,

Oct. 12, Nov. 2/16

We have group departures and custom tours

Our agents can design the ultimate India Tour
Bains Travel

18006613488

www.bainstravel.com
Serving B.C. since 1951

eg #3376-2

o

11Day Las Vegas Coach/Cruise
On board the Golden Princess,
Laughlin, Las Vegas and Reno.
Departs: September 28th

9 Day Reno/Las Vegas
Departs: October 18t

12 Day Deluxe Nevada Resorts
Departs: October 4th & December 21st

4 Day Okanagan Wine Country
Departs: October 11th

8 Day Wendover Getaway
Departs: October 11th

International Coach Tours

604-270-6288

VIS (iR WEBSITE e, bettours.com

Call to receive the 2008 Super Holiday Brochure!

HOLLEAND AMERICA

LAST CHANCE CRUISESALE!

Ends July 21!

New Ship-Eurodam

HOLLAND AMERICA BONUS FEATURES: S(andinaVia & Russia Wlt AP

 Shipboard credits

 Reduced Deposits from $100/person (Fully Refundable) 28 nts from 566.8-6“"’ SALE 5"298

* Onboard Coupon Books up to $680 savings/cabin
(select sailings) Ft. Lauderdale to Copenhagen @ Holland America Line
SALE ENDS JULY 21! Apr25,09-Ref. 11255 ™= -
- FantasticDeal!
Trans-Atlantic with AIR! Mexican Riviera
18 nts from 3768™ SALE*2318 Tnts from *H99™ SALE *L 49

Ft. Lauderdale to Rome ’ LT Roundtrip San Diego ’ vnTs
Mar 14, 09 - Ref. 11256 @ Holland America Line Nov 22, 08 - Ref. 11254 @ Holland America Line

Fantastic Deal! . - "
!ou!ﬁ Pacific with AIR! Alaska
31 nts from *7588" SALE*38 46 Tnts from ‘249" SALE*T Qg

Seattle to Auckland ’ Lo Roundtrip Vancouver ’ C T
Sep 22, 08 - Ref. 11257 @ Holland America Line Sep6, 08 - Ref. 11276 @Holldnd America Line

Call for
other great
sailings!

*With Airfrom Vancouver (otherwise cruise only], othe
(Fuel Surcharge s from $63-$126 per person. Taxis from $82.- $292 per person. it incabi i
and applies to select salings. Shipboard credits and onboard coupon books applyto selectsailings. I ] ilabilit i BPCPA#28364.

Maui & Kauai Condos

Fully-equipped vacation condos on or near the BEST BEACHES.
Call or book on-line now! Valid on stays now through 10/31/08.

cthmaui.com/sun « 1-800-367-5242

Condominium Rentals Hawaii
HAWAII'S CONDO EXPERTS

r-------------1

-2 PARK'NFLY

AIRPORT PARKING

www.parknfly.ca

$5495*

weekly
Reg. $79.95 weekly
$15.95 daily

VALET
PARKING
SPECIAL

FREE SHUTTLES to and from terminal(s)
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

6380 Miller Road @ Templeton Additional days $13.95/day
Sorry, no in-and-out privileges.

604.270.9476 Cannot be combined with any

Coupon Code: 161747 free day offer.

CONDITIONS: Present the coupon when you check in. Charges begin at time of check-in. One week equals 7

(24 hour) consecutive days. Limit one coupon per parking transaction. Not valid with any other offer, discount,

or promotion offered by Park'N Fly. Price subject to change without notice. Price subject to taxes.
SORRY NO AEROPLAN POINTS WITH THIS COUPON. Coupon expires 08-31-08

r---------

GO DISNEY BERIEE

Kids fly, stay,
& eat at

NO EXTRA COST

Call our Disney Specialist Danielle.

Renshaw's Travel 1-800-745-7753 or 604-733-1010
Trusted name in travel for over 50 years




